THE GERMAN ADVANCE                     99
article : " Hitler's passion for war is so great that it is
the only subject on which he tells the truth." The report
states : " Hardly had the annihilating batde in Flanders
and Artois been terminated, when our Air Force and
Army proceeded to the second decisive blow against the
French, using many divisions, which had not yet seen
batde. The new operations were opened on June 3 by
air attacks on the aerodromes and aviation industries
round Paris, which had destructive effect. On the next
day three Army Corps stood ready under the command
of General von BrauchitscL The objective of the new
operations was to break through the French northern
front, to throw back the separated French Armies to the
south-west and the south-east and thereupon to destroy
these armies. When the divisions of the Army Corps,
commanded by General von Boch, launched the attack
on June 5 over the lower Somme and Oise-Aisne canal,
they were confronted by an enemy prepared for defence.
The French Command was resolved, with the use of all
available forces, to defend to the last the ' Weygand
Line * and the Maginot Line. After a severe struggle
of four days the infantry and armoured divisions broke
through the enemy front.
On June 9, the pursuit was in full course towards the lower
Seine and in the direction of Paris. Mechanized troops,
under the command of Infantry General Hoth, reached
Rouen on the same day in a headlong advance, which
resulted in the enemy being surrounded on the coast near
Dieppe, and their left wing being shattered. The Air Force
. helped considerably in the break-through on the Seine;
enemy infantry and tank divisions were dispersed by our